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Concept / Topic To Teach: understanding the use of setting to set tone in a literary work
General Goal(s): Focus of author’s use of setting, looking at writing through different lenses, application of attention to detail study to students’ own writing process, creating of writing piece with focus on setting and attention to detail, annotation skills
Required Materials: pen/pencil, observation handout (attached), loose-leaf paper or post-its (if student cannot annotate in the book), Of Mice and Men (Penguin Classic edition)
Anticipatory Set (Lead-In): 

1. The class should have completed the novel prior to this lesson.

2. At the start of class, the teacher should lead an informal group discussion on the board with the following comparative questions: How do you think a writer/artist “sees” things? How do you think a scientist “sees” things? This can be done as a written activity or can be discussion based. Teacher should gauge how the students’ view the difference and/or similarities between artists and scientists and how one might look at the world. 
Step-By-Step Procedures:

1. Teacher will read the first paragraph of Of Mice and Men (page 3) out loud to the class. S/he will then instruct the class to read it silently to him/herself but through the lens of John Steinbeck, annotating words or phrases that might stick out to them. What words do they notice? Why might Steinbeck have put them in there? Do they see any foreshadowing that the author might have used? Why might he have started the book this way? Give time for annotation. (Teacher may want to stop here for discussion)

2. Ask students to read the same paragraph again. This time they should read it through the lens of a scientist, annotating words or phrases that might stick out to them. What words do they notice? What questions do you have as a scientist? Are there any classifications they could make? Are there any observations they could make? Give time for annotation. (Teacher may want to stop here for discussion)
3. If teacher hasn’t already, s/he may want to have a whole group or small group discussion. 
4. Have students turn to page 97. Either out loud or silently, students should read the first four small paragraphs. Instruct them to do the same activity as above. Teacher may want to have the students do this in small groups this time and discuss all their results. (Students who don’t need this step may skip to step 5.)
5. Either individually or as a group, students should fill out the observation form (attached) once they are done making their observations for page 97.
Closing: Group discussion and wrap-up. What scientific questions came up? What data did you log? What did they notice about diction? How does the author use diction to establish tone? How is setting used? 
Plan For Independent Practice: Explanation of homework: Working individually, student will fill out another observation sheet using personal experience. 
1. Student should find a place (ideally outside) and sit quietly for five minutes before doing any writing. 
2. After the student has had time for observation, s/he should record any data that s/he observes at that moment in that setting. This should just be factual information.
3. After, student should record any emotions that s/he is feeling at that moment in that setting. 
4. Finally, the student should draw or take a picture of that setting in that moment. 
5. Student should bring in the handout to the next class (or when teacher gives deadline.)
Assessment: After student has completed and reflected on the observations handout, s/he is ready to start the writing piece. The observation sheeting should be the starting point and brainstorming piece. Depending on your class needs, this may turn into a vignette, personal essay, poem, etc. Regardless, the goal of the writing piece should be to use setting to convey emotion. You may want to revisit the previous lesson and refer to Steinbeck’s use of setting as the students go into writing mode. 
Adaptations: audio, small group placement, extended time, use of writing center if possible
Extensions: individual study, analysis of more Steinbeck passages or focusing on setting in passages from other authors. 
Possible Connections To Other Subjects: connections to Romanticism/Transcendentalism could be interesting. 
